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Bo$nd'r) *edistrictin0 'nd Bo$nd'r) Deli3it'tion 're ter3inolo0ies $sed 
interc4'n0e'5l) 6or t4e process o6 6ixin09 dr':in09 'lterin0 'nd;or incre'sin0 elector'l 
5o$nd'ries< It is done to decre'se s$5st'nti'l di66erences in t4e pop$l'tion r'tio 5et:een 
elector'l di>isions< A ne: Elector'l List co3piled '6ter *e-re0istr'tion in CDDE9 
de3onstr'ted ' di66erence in pop$l'tion r'tio 5et:een t4e l'r0est 'nd s3'llest elector'l 
di>isions o6 F<G to C<  B) Hepte35er IJJF9 t4e 0'p :idened to K<K to C< T4e 0ro:t4 o6 t4e 
Elector'l *oll 't Hepte35er IJJF is e>idence t4't ten Elector'l Di>isions 4'>e 0ro:n 5) 
IGM or 3ore<  Ni>e o6 t4ese Elector'l Di>isions 're in t4e Belize District n'3el)9 L'Pe 
Independence9 Q$eenRs HS$'re9 Belize *$r'l Ho$t49 PicPstocP 'nd Port Lo)ol'9 in 
descendin0 order<  O6 t4e re3'inin0 6i>e9 one is t4e Or'n0e V'lP Ho$t4 Di>ision9 'nd all 
four Elector'l Di>isions in t4e C')o District< Bo$nd'r) *edistrictin0 is 3ost co33onl) 
'ssoci'ted :it4 3'Xorit) elector'l s)ste3s 's o$rs<  H$ccess 't t4e polls in t4e Nirst P'st 
t4e Post Elector'l H)ste3 YNPPZ relies on 0'rnerin0 ' 3'Xorit) n$35er o6 sin0le 3e35er 
constit$encies<   
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T4e l'st Bo$nd'r) *edistrictin0 exercise :'s cond$cted in 2002<  T4en9 'll co33$nities 
loc'ted in t4e Ht'nn CreeP District t4't :ere pl'ced in t4e Toledo E'st Elector'l Di>ision 
in CDD[9 :ere tr'ns6erred to t4e Ht'nn CreeP Vest Elector'l Di>ision< T4e $lti3'te e66ect 
:'s t4e redrawing or adjusting o6 t4e 5o$nd'ries o6 I Elector'l Di>isions \ Toledo E'st 
'nd Ht'nn CreeP Vest< T4e co33$nities '66ected incl$ded t4e >ill'0es o6 Independence 
'nd Pl'cenci'< ]oters re0istered in t4ese co33$nities9 >oted in t4e Ht'nn CreeP Vest 
Elector'l Di>ision in M'rc4 IJJF<   
 
An incre'se in t4e number o6 Elector'l Di>isions occ$rred 's 6ollo:s_ 
  1.54 6ro3 ` to Da     1.61 to CEa     1.24 to IEa     1..3 to ID    
 



Also9 Elector'l Bo$nd'ries :ere altered in t4e 6ollo:in0 constit$encies_ 
1..3 in Port Loyola and Collet 
1..4 in Cayo Central and Cayo South 
1..2 in Belize District_  

    C'ri55e'n H4ores9 Nreeto:n9 Nort Geor0e9 PicPstocP9 Belize *$r'l Centr'l 
 

1..2 in Corozal District: 
Coroz'l Nort49 Coroz'l B')9 'nd Coroz'l Ho$t4 Vest 

 
 1..2 in 8ran9e :al; District: 
  Or'n0e V'lP Nort49 Or'n0e V'lP E'st9 Or'n0e V'lP Centr'l 
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T4e Elections 'nd Bo$nd'ries Commission 3'Pes propos'ls to t4e N'tion'l Asse35l)9 
0$ided 5) Hection DJ o6 t4e Belize Constit$tion<  T4e N'tion'l Asse35l) 3') 'ccept 'll 
or p'rt o6 t4e propos'ls s$53itted 5) t4e Elections 'nd Bo$nd'ries Commission< T4e 
N'tion'l Asse35l)9 :4ic4 consists o6 Me35ers o6 t4e Ho$se o6 *epresent'ti>es 'nd t4e 
Hen'te9 3'Pes t4e 6in'l decision< T4e Elections 'nd Bo$nd'ries Commission consists o6 
6i>e Me35ers 4e'ded 5) ' C4'ir3'n 's per Hection EE o6 t4e Belize Constit$tion< 
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T4e present le0'l 0$idelines 's '3ended in CDEE 're set o$t in Hection DJ o6 t4e Belize 
Constit$tion< 
Pre - 1988 Constitutional Amendment  
 eAn elector'l di>ision s4'll consist o6 not less than 2,000 'nd not more  than 3,000 
re0istered electorse 
 
Post - 1988 Constitutional Amendment 
 eE'c4 elector'l di>ision s4'll 4'>e as nearly as may be9 'n eS$'l n$35er o6 persons 
eli0i5le to >otee 
 
Other Determinants: 

!" T4e tot'l n$35er o6 elector'l di>isions “shall be, not less than 28” 
!" *e0'rd 5e 0i>en to tr'nsport9 p4)sic'l 6e't$res9 'nd ot4er 6'cilities o6 t4e 

elector'l di>ision 

 I



!" T4e ne: elector'l c4'n0es co3e into e66ect 't t4e next Gener'l Elections 4eld 
'6ter t4e redistrictin0 exercise 

 
Interpretation of the Law: 
T4e concl$sion o6 t4e Holicitor Gener'l in ' *eport st'ted t4't  

!" T4e 3e'nin0 o6 t4e p4r'se <As nearly as may be< 's presentl) set o$t in 
section DJ YCZ Y'Z9 :'s deli5er'tel) le6t 6or t4e deter3in'tion 5) t4e Elections 
'nd Bo$nd'ries Co33ission to 3'Pe propos'ls 5'sed on t4e pop$l'tion 
densit) 

 
!" In so doin0 t4e Elections 'nd Bo$nd'ries Co33ission is to consider p4)sic'l 

6e't$res9 tr'nsport'tion needs 'nd ot4er c4'r'cteristics o6 e'c4 di>ision 
 
!" A di>ision s4o$ld 4'>e eit4er ' 3ini3$3 n$35er9 or ' 3'xi3$3 n$35er o6 

electors 's deter3ined 5) t4e Elections 'nd Bo$nd'ries Co33ission 
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T4e *epresent'tion o6 t4e People Act Y*OPAZ9 C4'pter D o6 t4e L':s o6 Belize9 st'tes 
t4't '6ter t4e redistrictin0 5eco3es L':9 t4e C4ie6 Elections O66icer o6 t4e Elections 'nd 
Bo$nd'ries Department YDep'rt3entZ is to_ 

!" AdX$st t4e Elector'l *e0isters o6 t4e Elector'l Di>isions '66ected 
!" Co3pile ne: *e0isters o6 electors i6 t4ere 're ne: Elector'l Di>isions 
!" Vit4in FJ d')s p$5lis4 Pro>ision'l *e0isters 

At t4e end o6 CJ d')s t4e Pro>ision'l *e0isters 're re>ised 't ' *e>ision Co$rt loc'ted in 
M'0istr'te Co$rts co$ntr):ide< 
 
T4e C4ie6 Elections O66icer 4e'ds t4e Dep'rt3ent< It is 'n 'r3 o6 0o>ern3ent $nder t4e 
Ministr) o6 t4e P$5lic Her>ice< All st'66 3e35ers 're P$5lic O66icers 's de6ined 5) t4e 
Belize Constit$tion< 
 
 

/B !Aere Gerr6KanEer?nF /n +el?PeG 
Gerr)3'nderin0 is ' ter3 coined in Nort4 A3eric' to re6lect constit$encies t4't 're 
dr':n to 0i>e 'd>'nt'0e to one Politic'l P'rt) o>er t4e ot4er9 or to disproportion'tel) 

 F



6'>o$r one Politic'l P'rt) o>er t4e ot4er<  In t4e politic'l 4istor) o6 Belize9 t4is has not 
4'ppened< Also >otin0 p'tterns in Post-independent Belize de3onstr'te_ 

!" NreS$ent c4'n0e o6 0o>ern3ents 
!" C4'n0e in t4e n$35er o6 se'ts o>er:4el3in0 on t4e side o6 t4e :innin0 

Politic'l P'rt) 
!" T4e :innin0 Politic'l P'rt) 5'rel) 0'rnerin0 t4e pop$l'r >ote9 's 6ollo:s_ 

    1.24 - GFMa  1.2. - GJMa  1..3 - KE<[Ma  1..2 - GD<DMa  2003 - GI<[GM 
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T4e Elections 'nd Bo$nd'ries Commission cond$cted ' co3pre4ensi>e 'nd tr'nsp'rent 
re>ie:9 :it4 t4e 6ollo:in0 processes_ 

C< A Press *ele'se in>itin0 t4e P$5lic to 3'Pe :ritten s$53issions 
 
I< Appoint3ent o6 ' Nirst T'sP Norce :4o reco33ended [ 0$idin0 principles 6or 

Bo$nd'r) Deli3it'tion<  Copies o6 t4e *eport :ere s4'red :it4 t4e P$5lic >i' 
4'rd copies 'nd t4e Dep'rt3ent’s Ve5site9 :::<5elize-elections<or0< 

 
F< Appoint3ent o6 ' Hecond T'sP Norce to i3ple3ent t4e 0$idin0 principles<  

T4is *eport :'s 'ccepted 5) t4e Elections 'nd Bo$nd'ries Co33ission to 
6or3 its propos'ls to t4e N'tion'l Asse35l)<  Copies o6 t4e *eport :ere 
s4'red :it4 3e35ers o6 t4e Ho$se o6 *epresent'ti>es 'nd t4e P$5lic >i' 4'rd 
copies 'nd t4e Dep'rt3ent’s Ve5site9 :::<5elize-elections<or0< 

 
K< Inter'ction :it4 tec4nocr'ts o6 t4e L'nd In6or3'tion Center< 

 
T4e Elections 'nd Bo$nd'ries Department t4ro$04 its >oter ed$c'tion ende'>o$rs 
sponsored se>er'l disc$ssion sessions to 5rin0 ':'reness9 t'r0etin0 di>erse P$5lics 
co$ntr):ide 's 6ollo:s_ 

1. Tertiary level education institutions ! 
gB Toledo9 Ht'nn CreeP Ec$3enic'l Hixt4 Nor39 gB Belize Cit)9 Vesle) 
Colle0e Hixt4 Nor39 Ht< ho4n’s h$nior Colle0e9 M$66les Colle0e9 Ad>entist 
h$nior Colle0e9 Coroz'l Co33$nit) Colle0e 

 
2. The fourth conference in the series “National Dialo9ue for a Culture of   

Democracy”9 4eld 't Nort Geor0e Hotel 6or 3e35ers o6 t4e p$5lic9 incl$din0    
Medi'9 Ci>il Hociet) Or0'niz'tions 'nd Politic'l Acti>ists<  Presenters :ere 

 K

http://www.belize-elections.org/
http://www.belize-elections.org/


Mr< Vil6red “Hedi” Elrin0ton9 Mr< Alexis N'ir:e't4er9 'nd Mrs< M)rtle 
P'l'cio<   
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]oter *e0istr'tion9 since t4e *e-re0istr'tion Exercise o6 CDD[;CDDE is contin$o$s<  At *e-
re0istr'tion9 t4e pop$l'tion o6 re0istered electors in t4e l'r0est di>ision9 C')o Ho$t4 :'s 
t4ree 'nd one-4'l6 ti3es 3ore t4'n t4't o6 t4e s3'llest9 :4ic4 is PicPstocP<  In Hepte35er 
IJJF 't t4e onset o6 t4e Bo$nd'r) *edistrictin0 Excercise9 C')o Ho$t4 :'s ne'rl) 6i>e 
ti3es l'r0er t4'n PicPstocP YK<K to CZ<  T4e constit$encies o6 t4e Belize District s4o:ed 
t4e 3ost s$5st'nti>e di66erence9 :it4 L'Pe Independence t4e l'r0est 5ein0 t4ree ti3es 
l'r0er t4'n PicPstocP9 t4e s3'llest YF<C to CZ< 
 
Vit4 t4e IJJK Propos'ls9 t4e :ide 0'p 4's decre'sed s$5st'nti'll) 6ro3 ' r'tio o6 K<K_ C 
to C<[_ C9 n'tion'll)<  In t4e Belize District9 t4e 0'p 4's n'rro:ed 6ro3 ' r'tio o6 F<C_ C to 
C<F_ C<  T4is 4's 5een 'cco3plis4ed :4ile Peepin0 'dX$st3ents to ' 3ini3$39 settin0 ' 
toler'nce li3it9 3'int'inin0 conti0$it) 'nd 0eo0r'p4ic re6erencin09 'nd ens$rin0 t4't 
co33$nities 're not split 5et:een di>isions< 
 
 
Conclusion 
*epresent'tion 5) pop$l'tion is 's centr'l to t4e concept o6 de3ocr'c) 's t4e concept o6 
eS$'lit) o6 >otin0 po:er<  Ho:e>er9 t4e ri04t to >ote is not '5sol$te 's it is s$5Xect to 
le0'l restrictions<  T4en :4ere6ore Belizek T4is c'n 5e s$33ed $p 5) t4e 'ns:ers to t:o 
3'in S$estions<  T4e 6irst S$estion is9 :4't is c'lled 6or 5) t4e l':k   A second S$estion 
is re0'rdin0 t4e consider'tion 6or 5o$nd'r) redistrictin0\Its p$rpose or intent9 its 
e66ect\Is it in 6'>o$r o6 one Politic'l P'rt) o>er t4e ot4erk             
 
In response to t4e 6irst S$estion9 “V4't is c'lled 6or 5) t4e l':k”\Accordin0 to t4e 
Holicitor Gener'l’s *eport9 '5sol$te 'nd ne'r '5sol$te eS$'lit) o6 >otin0 po:er is not 
c'lled on 5) t4e l':<  Bec'$se o6 t4e 6reS$ent 3o>e3ent o6 people9 'nd t4e deter3in'tion 
o6 residence9 in ' de>elopin0 co$ntr) s$c4 's Belize9 it :o$ld 5e di66ic$lt to 3'int'in 
'5sol$te eS$'lit)<  It is t4en 3ore ' ri04t to e66ecti>e represent'tion t4ro$04 rel'ti>e 
eS$'lit) o6 t4e n$35er o6 >otes per Are' *epresent'ti>e<  Historic'll)9 e66ecti>e 
represent'tion 4's 5een t4e c$lt$re9 4o:e>er9 t4e 0'p or di66erence in elector'l pop$l'tion 
5et:een di>isions 4's 'l:')s 5een >er) :ide<  V4ile t4e CDD[;CDDE *e-re0istr'tion 
Exercise 'tte3pted to cle'nse ' “5lo'ted” elector'l list9 t4e :ide 0'p in pop$l'tion size 

 G



5et:een elector'l di>isions re3'ined<  T4e e66ort o6 t4e Elections 'nd Bo$nd'ries 
Co33ission in settin0 0$idin0 principles 6or t4e IJJK Bo$nd'r) *edistrictin0 Exercise is 
' precedent 6or Belize<  Also t4is exercise is t4e 6irst ende'>o$r 't n'rro:in0 t4e 0'p in 
elector'l pop$l'tion 5et:een di>isions<   
 
In response to t4e second S$estion9 “Is it in 6'>o$r o6 one Politic'l P'rt) o>er t4e 
ot4erk”\O>er t4e p'st IJ )e'rs o6 electioneerin09 >oter 5e4'>io$r in Belize 4's 
de3onstr'ted t4't 0err)3'nderin0 4's so 6'r9 not occ$rred or $n'tt'in'5le<  As 
'5o>e3entioned9 >otin0 p'tterns in post-independent Belize s4o: 6reS$ent c4'n0e in 
0o>ern3ents :it4 mucho o>er:4el3in0 3'r0in o6 :in 5) n$35er o6 se'ts on t4e 
:innin0 side<  Elector'l 'd3inistr'tion is tr'nsp'rent 5) l': 'nd pr'ctice<  To d'te9 t4ere 
is con6idence in t4e elector'l s)ste3 's t4e :ill o6 t4e people is expressed in 6ree 'nd 6'ir 
elections<  ]otin0 is 6ree 6ro3 >iolence9 :it4 ' s3oot4 tr'nsition to ' ne: 0o>ern3ent 
e>er) ti3e<  All po:er to t4e peoplell 
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