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BACKGROUND 
 
"el%&e %' (eo(ra,-%.all/ lo.a0e1 %n 0-e .%r.34-6ar%77ean area8 90' 7o3n1ar/ on 0-e ea'0 %' 0-e 
6ar%77ean :ea; <e'0 an1 'o30- %' G3a0e4ala; an1 %n 0-e nor0- %' >e?%.o8 "el%&e a00a%ne1 
,ol%0%.al %n1e,en1en.e %n :e,0e47er @AB@; an1 %0' e0-n%.all/ 1%ver'e ,o,3la0%on 0o0al' 
a,,ro?%4a0el/ DEF;GGG8 
 
"el%&e a1-ere' 0o 0-e H%r'0-,a'0-0-e-,o'0 IJKKL or 0-e 4aMor%0/ vo0%n( '/'0e48 No 1a0e; 0<o 
4aMor ,ol%0%.al ,ar0%e' 1o4%na0e ele.0%oneer%n(; an1 all a00e4,0' oH e4er(%n( 0-%r1 ,ar0%e' an1 
%n1e,en1en0 .an1%1a0e' -ave 7een 3n'3..e''H3l8 One ,ol%0%.al ,ar0/ <a' '3..e''H3l a0 0-e 
,oll' 0o Hor4 0-e (overn4en0 Hor over PG /ear' %n 0-e Kre-9n1e,en1en.e era8  N-e H%r'0 .-an(e 
%n (overn4en0 o..3rre1 %n 0-e H%r'0 ele.0%on aH0er 9n1e,en1en.e %n @ABQ8  :%n.e 0-en .-an(e' 
%n (overn4en0 -ave 7een HreR3en0Sa0 ever/ ele.0%onS3n0%l DGGP <-en 0-e .o3n0r/ vo0e1 %n 
0-e 'a4e ,ol%0%.al ,ar0/; 7a.T-0o-7a.T8 Kre'en0l/; 0-ere are no la<' 0o ',e.%H%.all/ (overn 
,ol%0%.al ,ar0%e'8 
 
N-e .o3n0r/ %' 1%v%1e1 %n0o DA ele.0oral 1%v%'%on' an1 a,,ro?%4a0el/ @PG;GGG re(%'0ere1 
ele.0or'8 Ue(%'0ra0%on %' vol3n0ar/; l%4%0e1 onl/ 0o el%(%7%l%0/ a' 1eH%ne1 7/ la<; '3.- a'; 
na0%onal%0/ an1 a(e8  :%n.e @AAB; re(%'0ra0%on %' .on0%n3o3' an1 %' .on13.0e1 a0 re(%'0ra0%on 
.en0er' lo.a0e1 %n ever/ V%'0r%.08 
 
Kre'en0l/; "el%&e -a' 0<o ele.0oral 4ana(e4en0 7o1%e' IW>"L; na4el/; 0-e Wle.0%on' an1 
"o3n1ar%e' 6o44%''%on an1 0-e Wle.0%on' an1 "o3n1ar%e' Ve,ar04en08  Wa.- W>" %' a 
'e,ara0e; le(al en0%0/8  One 4a/ a'T 0-e R3e'0%on; why two an1 how two8  N-%' ,a,er %' a 
'/no,'%' oH even0' lea1%n( 3, 0o ,re'en0 an1 <-%.- an'<er' 0-e R3e'0%on; how8 X-%le %0 %' 
l%4%0e1 0o 0-e e?,er%en.e oH "el%&e %n 4a00er' ,er0a%n%n( 0o ele.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%on; 0-e 
H%n1%n(' an1 .on.l3'%on' are ,r%4ar%l/ a14%n%'0ra0%ve .on.ern' an1 0-ereHore 3n%ver'al8  Yl'o; 
o0-er 6YU96O> '0a0e' -ave '%4%lar la<' a' "el%&e an1 0-ereHore '-are '%4%lar e?,er%en.e' 
,re'en0l/; or %n 0-e no0 0oo 1%'0an0 ,a'08  
 
N-e o7Me.0%ve' oH 0-e ,a,er are 0oZ 

! :-are an1[or 7r%n( l%(-0 0o 0-%' e?,er%en.e 
! :ol%.%0 v%e<' oH ,ar0%.%,an0' 
! 6r%0%R3e 0-e e?,er%en.e Hor H303re re.o44en1a0%on' Hor reHor4  
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND THE ELECTION MANAGEMENT BODY 
 
Pre-Independence 
 
9n @AEB; 0-e Ue,re'en0a0%on oH 0-e Keo,le Or1%nan.e <a' ena.0e18  90' 'everal 'e.0%on' 1eal0 
<%0- Jran.-%'e an1 Ue(%'0ra0%on; Wle.0%on' an1 "o3n1ar%e' 6o44%''%on; Y14%n%'0ra0%ve 
Krov%'%on'; Wle.0oral V%v%'%on'; Wle.0%on'; OHHen.e' an1 V%',30e1 Wle.0%on'8  N-e Or1%nan.e %n 
:e.0%on A IDL -eral1e1 0-e H%r'0 Wle.0%on >ana(e4en0 "o1/; Wle.0%on' an1 "o3n1ar%e' 
6o44%''%on I6o44%''%onL8 N-e 6o44%''%on <a' an %n1e,en1en0 7o1/ oH H%ve ,er'on' 
%n.l3'%ve oH a 6-a%r4an; all oH <-o4 <ere a,,o%n0e1 7/ 0-e Governor; aH0er .on'3l0a0%on <%0- 
0-e Kre4%er8  X-%le 0-e Governor a,,o%n0e1 0-e 6-%eH Wle.0%on' OHH%.er I6WOL; 0-e 
6o44%''%on a,,o%n0e1 Ue(%'0er%n( OHH%.er' an1 all o0-er '3,,or0 '0aHH; <-o <ere re',on'%7le 
0o 0-e 6o44%''%on I:e.0%on @GL8  90' H3n.0%on' a..or1%n( 0o 0-e Ue,re'en0a0%on oH 0-e Keo,le 
Or1%nan.e <ere; ele.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%on %n :e.0%on A IALI@GL; an1 7o3n1ar/ 1el%4%0a0%on %n 
:e.0%on @B8  N-e'e are 1e0a%le1 a' Hollo<'Z 
 

! Electoral Administration 
! N-e 1%re.0%on an1 '3,erv%'%on oH 0-e re(%'0ra0%on oH vo0er'  
! N-e .on13.0 oH ele.0%on' 
! N-e .on13.0 oH (eneral 1%re.0%on an1 '3,erv%'%on over 0-e a14%n%'0ra0%ve 

.on13.0 oH Wle.0%on'  
! WnHor.e on 0-e ,ar0 oH all ele.0%on oHH%.er' Ha%rne''; %4,ar0%al%0/ an1 .o4,l%an.e 

<%0- 0-e ,rov%'%on' oH 0-e Or1%nan.e  
 

! Boundary Delimitation 
! Y.0 a' a "o3n1ar/ Vel%4%0a0%on 6o44%''%on; <-en .alle1 3,on 0o 1o 'o 

 
 
Post-Independence 
 
N-e "el%&e 6on'0%030%on .a4e %n0o 7e%n( a0 9n1e,en1en.e %n @AB@8  N-e a,,o%n04en0 oH 
4e47er' 0o 0-e 6o44%''%on; alon( <%0- 0-e 6o44%''%on\' H3n.0%on' <a' no< en'-r%ne1 %n 
0-e "el%&e 6on'0%030%on 3n1er :e.0%on BB8 9n.l31e1 a' :e.0%on AG; <a' 0-e H3ll re',on'%7%l%0/ oH 
0-e 6o44%''%on 0o 4aTe ,ro,o'al' Hor 7o3n1ar/ 1el%4%0a0%on8 N-e a,,o%n04en0 an1 H3n.0%on' 
oH 0-e 6WO re4a%ne1 %n 0-e Y14%n%'0ra0%ve Krov%'%on oH <-a0 -a1 7e.o4e 0-e Ue,re'en0a0%on 
oH N-e Keo,le Y.0 IUOKYL8  N-e 4e0-o1 oH a,,o%n04en0 oH 6o44%''%on 4e47er' re4a%ne1 
0-e 'a4e; al7e%0 no< 0-e Governor-General a' re%nHor.e1 %n :e.0%on BB IDL8 "/ 'o en'-r%n%n( 
0-e role oH 0-e 6o44%''%on an1 a,,o%n04en0 oH %0' 4e47er' %n 0-e 6on'0%030%on; "el%&e 
1e4on'0ra0e1 a 4aMor '0e, %n re.o(n%&%n( 0-e %4,or0an.e an1 %n1e,en1en.e oH 0-e 
6o44%''%on a' 0-e 7o1/ re',on'%7le Hor 0-e a14%n%'0ra0%ve '0r3.03re' 0o '3,,or0 0-e 
1e4o.ra0%. ,ro.e'' oH ele.0%on'8 
 
Y11e1 '0ren(0-ener' 0o 0-e %n1e,en1en.e oH 0-e 6o44%''%on <a' :e.0%on BB IAL; <-%.- 
'0a0e'; ]…the Commission shall not be subject to the direction or control of any other person 
or authority…”8  90' H3n.0%on' %n :e.0%on BB I@PL <ere '37Me.0 0o 0-e Ue,re'en0a0%on oH N-e 
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Keo,le Y.08 On 0-e o0-er -an1; one %4,or0an0 re',on'%7%l%0/; 0-a0 oH re%nHor.%n( ]Ha%rne''; 
%4,ar0%al%0/ an1 .o4,l%an.e^; on 0-e ,ar0 oH all ele.0%on oHH%.er'; <a' o4%00e18 
 
:o4e 'even /ear' la0er I@ABBL; 'a< 0-e H%r'0 a4en14en0 0o 0-e 6on'0%030%on; <-%.- %n.l31e1 
0-e :e.0%on on 0-e 6o44%''%on I:e.0%on BBL8  N-e 4e0-o1 oH a,,o%n04en0 a' ,er :e.0%on BB 
IDL <a' a4en1e1 0o rea1 a' Hollo<'Z 
 

The Chairman and two other members of the Elections and Boundaries 
Commission shall be appointed by the Governor-General, acting in accordance 
with the Prime Minister given after consultation with the Leader of the 
Opposition, and the remaining two members shall be appointed by the 
Governor-General, acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister 
given with the concurrence of the Leader of the Opposition. 

 
N-e H3n.0%on oH ele.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%on I:e.0%on BB I@PLL re4a%ne1 0-e 'a4e; a' %n 0-e H%r'0 
0-ree 73lle0' 3n1er ]Kre-9n1e,en1en.e^8 :%4%larl/; 0-e a30-or%0/ 0o no0 7e%n( ]'37Me.0 0o 0-e 
1%re.0%on an1 .on0rol oH an/ o0-er ,er'on or a30-or%0/_^ no< 0-e H%r'0 ,ar0 oH :e.0%on BB I@QL 
re4a%ne18 Yl'o 0-e H3n.0%on' a' %n :e.0%on BB I@PL are '0%ll '37Me.0 0o <-a0 %' no< 0-e 'e.on1 
,ar0 oH :e.0%on BB I@QL;  <-ere %0 '0a0e' 0-a0 0-e 6o44%''%on “acts in accordance with the 
Representation of the People Act (ROPA)”. 
 
9n @ABA; '37'eR3en0 0o 0-e a4en14en0 oH 0-e 6on'0%030%on; 0-e UOKY <a' al'o a4en1e18  
N-e a4en14en0 0o 0-e Y14%n%'0ra0%ve Krov%'%on' al0ere1 0-e a,,o%n04en0 oH 0-e '0aHH oH 0-e 
6o44%''%on <-en 0-e M3r%'1%.0%on over '0aHH a,,o%n04en0 <a' 0ran'Herre1 0o 0-e K37l%. 
:erv%.e' 6o44%''%on8  N-e ,o'%0%on oH 6-%eH Wle.0%on' OHH%.er I6WOL 7e.a4e 0-a0 oH a K37l%. 
OHH%.er; a,,o%n0e1 7/ 0-e Governor-General; a.0%n( %n a..or1an.e <%0- 0-e Kr%4e >%n%'0er8 
 
N-e a7ove .-an(e' .a3'e1 0-e Hor4a0%on oH a 'e.on1 ele.0%on 4ana(e4en0 7o1/; 0-e 
Wle.0%on' an1 "o3n1ar%e' Ve,ar04en0 IVe,ar04en0L; -ea1e1 7/ 0-e 6WO; 3n1er a 
Govern4en0 >%n%'0r/8  9n a .on'0%030%onal a4en14en0 oH DGG@; 0-e a,,o%n04en0 oH 6WO <a' 
al'o 0ran'Herre1 0o 0-e K37l%. :erv%.e' 6o44%''%on8  `n1er 0-e UOKY; 0-e area' oH 
re',on'%7%l%0/ oH 0-e 6WO an1 '0aHH 4e47er' oH 0-e Ve,ar04en0 are ele.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%on 
an1 0-e a1M3'04en0 oH ele.0oral re.or1' a0 7o3n1ar/ 1el%4%0a0%on8  Wle.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%on 
%nvolve' 'everal 0a'T'; <-%.- %n.l31eZ 

" Or(an%&%n( an1 1%re.0%n( 0-e re(%'0ra0%on oH vo0er' 
" 6o4,%l%n( ele.0oral re(%'0er' 
" `,1a0%n( an1 4a%n0a%n%n( ele.0oral re.or1' 
" Or(an%&%n( 0-e .on13.0 oH ele.0%on' 
" Nran'Her oH ele.0or' 

Y 0-%r1 H3n.0%on; 0-a0 oH ao0er W13.a0%on %' a .a4,a%(n 0-a0 <a' la3n.-e1 7/ 0-e Ve,ar04en0 
%n bove47er @AAA8 
 
N-e a7ove4en0%one1 a4en14en0' 0o 0-e 6on'0%030%on an1 '37'eR3en0 a4en14en0' 0o 0-e 
UOKYZ 

@8 W'0a7l%'-e1 0<o ele.0%on 4ana(e4en0 7o1%e'S0-e Ve,ar04en0 an1 0-e 6o44%''%on; 
<%0- overla,,%n( role' %n ele.0oral 4ana(e4en0 
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D8 6-an(e1 ele.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%ve '0r3.03re Hro4 an %n1e,en1en0 4o1el 0o a 

(overn4en0 4o1el 
 
P8 Vra'0%.all/ re13.e1 0-e role an1 .a,a.%0/ oH 0-e 6o44%''%on %n 4a00er' ,er0a%n%n( 0o 

ele.0oral 4ana(e4en0 
 

Q8 N-e ca< %' '%len0 <%0- re(ar1' 0o enHor.e4en0 oH ]Ha%rne''; %4,ar0%al%0/; an1 
.o4,l%an.e^ 

 
F8 G%ve 0-e ,er.e,0%on 0-a0 %0 %' 7%-,ar0%'an <%0- 4e47er' re,re'en0%n( a ,ol%0%.al ,ar0/ a' 

a,,o%n0e1 
 
 
 EXPERIENCES 1999 TO PRESENT 
 
Overview 
 
9n e'0a7l%'-%n( an or(an%&a0%on; 0-ere %' no one 7e'0 <a/ %n arr%v%n( a0 a '0r3.03re8  >ore 'o; 
an ele.0%on 4ana(e4en0 or(an%&a0%on; <-%.- 13e 0o %0' ver/ H3n.0%on'; %' Ha.e1 <%0- a var%e0/ 
oH 1e4an1'8 N-e o7Me.0%ve Hor '3.- 1ra'0%. a14%n%'0ra0%ve .-an(e' %n @ABB an1 @ABA an1 
<-a0 0-o3(-0' an1 .on'3l0a0%on' <ere .on13.0e1 ,r%or 0o 0-e a4en14en0'; %' no0 0-e o7Me.0 oH 
0-%' e?er.%'e8  do<ever; 0-e a1van0a(e' an1 1%'a1van0a(e' oH -av%n( 0<o ele.0oral 
4ana(e4en0 7o1%e' <%ll 7e e?,lore18   
 
9n e3ne @AAA; 9 .o44en.e1 4/ 'oMo3rn a' 6WO8  V3r%n( 0-%' 0%4e; 9 -ave -a1 0-e 3n%R3e 
o,,or03n%0/ 0o 7e a 1%re.0 ,ar0%.%,an0 o7'erver %n 4a00er' rela0%n( 0o ele.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%on 
Hro4 <%0-%n8 J3r0-er4ore; on >ar.- F; DGGP; P ele.0%on'; Karl%a4en0; 6%0/ 6o3n.%l an1 No<n 
6o3n.%l Wle.0%on' <ere -el1 %n one 1a/Sa H%r'0 e?,er%en.e Hor "el%&e8  N-e 4on0-' lea1%n( 0o 
0-%' 1a/ an1 0-e <eeT' aH0er <a' an o,,or03ne 0%4e 0o '.%en0%H%.all/ o7'erve ,ol%0%.al 
7e-av%o3r an1 .3l03re; 0-e %n0era.0%on oH K37l%. OHH%.er'; %n.l31%n( '0aHH <%0- ,ol%0%.%an' e0.8  
N-e Hollo<%n( %nHor4a0%on %' a re'3l0 oH 4/ l%ve1 e?,er%en.e' a' 0-e 6WO8     
 
The Department 
 
Y14%n%'0ra0%vel/; ,ar0%.3lar' Hor all -34an an1 H%nan.%al re'o3r.e' are 1%re.0e1 0-ro3(- a 
>%n%'0r/ a' 0-e Ve,ar04en0 o,era0e' %n1e,en1en0l/ oH 0-e 6o44%''%on8 N-e 1o<n'%1e oH 0-%' 
1%re.0l/ aHHe.0' 'erv%.e 1el%ver/ %n 0-a0 0-e Ve,ar04en0 %' o,era0%n( 3n1er a 73rea3.ra./ 
<-ere 0-e 4/r%a1 level' oH .onH%r4a0%on an1 re',on'e are a -%n1ran.e 0o 'erv%.e 1el%ver/8  On 
0-e o0-er -an1; 0-e ,ol%0%.al a04o',-ere ne.e''%0a0e' an1 1e4an1' Hle?%7%l%0/ Hro4 '0aHH; Hor 
e?a4,le; -o3r' oH 'erv%.e; '0aHH%n( an1 lo.a0%on oH 'erv%.e; <-%.- %' .on0rar/ 0o 0-e <orT 
.3l03re oH 0-e 73rea3.ra./8   
 
N-e 3,'%1e %' 0-a0 a' a Ve,ar04en0; <e -ave 30%l%&e1 0-e %n1e,en1en.e8 :%n.e @AAA; <e -ave 
3n1er0aTen vo0er e13.a0%on a' a 4%''%onf an1 <%0- 43.- &eal l%nTe1 <%0- 0-e <%1er 
.o443n%0/SKr%va0e :e.0or; 6%v%l :o.%e0/ Or(an%&a0%on'; an1 o0-er Govern4en0 Ve,ar04en0'; 
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0o 7e a7le 0o e?,an1 'erv%.e' <%0-o30 0-e a11%0%onal 731(e0ar/ .on'0ra%n0'8 N-e'e are 'o4e 
e?a4,le'Z 
 

@8 Y,r%l DB; DGGQ 4arTe1 0-e FG0- Ynn%ver'ar/ oH 0-e @'0 ele.0%on 3n1er Y13l0 :3HHra(e8  
N-e Ve,ar04en0 7ro3(-0 a00en0%on 0o 0-%' 0-ro3(- or(an%&%n( a “Run for Democracy” 
.o3n0r/<%1e .3l4%na0%n( %n "el%&e 6%0/8  N-%' <a' 1one 0-ro3(- l%nTa(e' <%0- :.-ool'; 
Ue1 6ro''; "o/' :.o30' an1 G%rl G3%1e'; 0-e ba0%onal J%re :erv%.e; >3n%.%,al "o1%e'; 
e0.8 

 
D8 N-e Ve,ar04en0 ,37l%'-e' 4on0-l/ ne<'le00er'; 7ro.-3re'; 7ooTle0' a4on( o0-er' an1 

-a' e'0a7l%'-e1 “Library Corners” 0-ro3(-o30 0-e .o3n0r/ %n .olla7ora0%on <%0- 0-e 
ba0%onal c%7rar/ :erv%.e8 

 
P8 Y <e7'%0e <a' e'0a7l%'-e1 %n @AAA <%0- 0-e a''%'0an.e oH a ,r%va0e 'e.0or or(an%&a0%on 

 
N-e a7ove a..o4,l%'-4en0' re'3l0e1 Hro4 0-e %n%0%a0%ve an1 .o44%04en0 oH '0aHH 4e47er'8  
do<ever; 0-e '3'0a%na7%l%0/ oH '3.- 4o0%va0%on %' 3n.er0a%n; a' 0-ere %' ver/ l%00le '3,,or0 Hor %0 
%n 0-e '0r3.03re' oH 0-e 73rea3.ra./8  Jor e?a4,le; '%n.e .o4%n( on 7oar1 %n e3ne @AAA; 
Je7r3ar/ DGGQ %' 0-e H%r'0 0%4e 0-a0 <e -ave e?,er%en.e1 a H3ll '0aHH .o4,l%4en08  N-ereHore; 
0-ro3(-o30 0-e'e /ear'; 'o4e oH 3' -a1 0o 4ana(e 4ore 0-an one 1e'T a0 a 0%4e; 4a%nl/ 13e 
0o non-re',on'e; an1[or 'lo< re',on'e oH 0-e >%n%'0r/ Ker'onnel or 0-e%r la.T oH a,,re.%a0%on 
Hor 0-e Ve,ar04en0\' <orT env%ron4en0 an1 .3l03re8 
 
The Commission 
 
X-ere 1oe' 0-e 6o44%''%on H%0 %n0o all 0-%'g  N-e 6o44%''%on 4ee0' a0 lea'0 Ho3r 0%4e' ,er 
/ear8 N-e 6WO re,or0' 0o 0-e 6o44%''%on ,r%4ar%l/ 4a00er' ,er0a%n%n( 0o 0-e or(an%&a0%on an1 
o30.o4e oH ele.0%on'; <-%.- <ere 7e%n( .alle1 HreR3en0l/ '3.- a'Z 
 

# @AAA :e,0e47er - UeHeren134 
# DGGG >ar.-  - >3n%.%,al Wle.0%on' 
# DGG@ >ar.-  - >3n%.%,al "/-ele.0%on 
# DGG@ Y,r%l  - ba0%onal a%lla(e 6o3n.%l Wle.0%on' 
# DGGD bove47er - ba0%onal a%lla(e 6o3n.%l "/-ele.0%on  
# DGGP >ar.-  - Karl%a4en0ar/ an1 >3n%.%,al Wle.0%on' 
# DGGP O.0o7er - Karl%a4en0ar/ "/-ele.0%on 

 
:e.0%on BBI@DL '0a0e' 0-a0 ]<%0- 0-e a,,roval oH 0-e Governor-General (%ven %n a..or1an.e 
<%0- 0-e a1v%.e oH 0-e Kr%4e >%n%'0er^; 0-e 6o44%''%on 4a/ ].onHer ,o<er' or %4,o'e 130%e' 
on an/ K37l%. OHH%.er or a30-or%0/ oH 0-e Govern4en0 Hor 0-e ,3r,o'e oH 0-e 1%'.-ar(e oH %0' 
H3n.0%on'^8 do<ever; %0' H3n.0%on' %n ele.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%on a..or1%n( 0o :e.0%on BBI@PL; 0-a0 
oH; ]0-e 1%re.0%on an1 '3,erv%'%on oH 0-e re(%'0ra0%on oH vo0er' an1 0-e .on13.0 oH ele.0%on' 
reHeren1a_^f %' alrea1/ 7e%n( 1one 7/ 0-e Ve,ar04en0 a' 1%re.0e1 7/ 0-e r3le' an1 
re(3la0%on' oH 0-e UOKY8 
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N-e 6on'0%030%on %n :e.0%on BBI@QL al'o '0a0e' 0-a0 0-e 6o44%''%on ]'-all_a.0 %n a..or1an.e 
<%0- 0-e Ue,re'en0a0%on oH 0-e Keo,le Y.0_^ do<ever; 0-e reHeren.e 0o 0-e 6o44%''%on %n 
0-e UOKY %' l%4%0e1 0o 0<o area'; na4el/; %n0ro13.%n( 0-e Wle.0%on' an1 "o3n1ar%e' 
6o44%''%on %n :e.0%on @G; an1 0-e Y14%n%'0ra0%ve Krov%'%on' a' Hollo<'Z 
 

! :e.0%on @@IDLS.onHerr%n( %0' ,o<er' on 0-e 6WO 
! :e.0%on' @P an1 @QIDLSa,,rov%n( 0-e a,,o%n04en0 oH ele.0%on <orTer' 
 

Yll o0-er 'e.0%on' relevan0 0o ele.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%onSJran.-%'e an1 Ue(%'0ra0%on; 
6on0%n3o3' Ue(%'0ra0%on; Wle.0%on'; General Krov%'%on'; Y1M3'04en0 oH Wle.0oral Ue.or1' on 
Ue-1%v%'%on; 4aTe 4en0%on oH 0-e 6WO an1 Ue(%'0ra0%on OHH%.er' an1 no0 0-e 6o44%''%on8  
N-ereHore; :e.0%on @@IDL oH 0-e UOKY %' 'een a' ,3rel/ re13n1an0; '%n.e :e.0%on BBI@QL oH 
0-e 6on'0%030%on -a' ',oTen8  N-e a7ove H%n1%n(' 1e4on'0ra0e 0-a0 a' an a14%n%'0ra0%ve 7o1/; 
0-e 6o44%''%on a,,ear' 0o 7e a ]'-ell^8  90 1oe' no0 0o -ave 0-e .a,a.%0/ 0o a.0 a' an 
a14%n%'0ra0%ve 7o1/ over 0-e Ve,ar04en0 or Wle.0%on XorTer'; '3.- a' 0o a,,rove[1%'a,,rove 
0-e a.0%on' oH 0-e '0aHH an1 ele.0%on <orTer'; an1 %0 1oe' no0 .on13.0 ele.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%on8  
do<ever 0-e 6o44%''%on .o4,r%'%n( .%0%&en' oH %n0e(r%0/ '-o3l1 7e '%(n%H%.an0 0o ele.0%on 
4ana(e4en0 7/ 'e00%n( ,ol%.%e' 0o %4,rove 0-e%r roleSe8(  ,ol%./ Hor a,,o%n04en0 oH Wle.0%on 
XorTer' 0o 'a0%'H/ 0-e 7a'%' Hor a,,roval a' ,er :e.'8 @P an1 @QIDL8    
 
9n 0-e Oa0- oH Ylle(%an.e 0o 0-e OHH%.e ea.- 6o44%''%on 4e47er '<ore 0o ]7ear 0r3e Ha%0- 
an1 alle(%an.e 0o "el%&e^; ]0o 3,-ol1 0-e 6on'0%030%on an1 ca<^ an1 0o 1%'.-ar(e 130%e' 
].on'.%en0%o3'l/; %4,ar0%all/ an1 0o 0-e 7e'0 oH hone\'i a7%l%0/^8  9n a11%0%on; 0-e 6o1e oH 
6on13.0 3n1er :e.0%on @D@I@L oH 0-e 6on'0%030%on a' %0 ,er0a%n' 0o 0-e 4e47er' oH Wle.0%on' 
an1 "o3n1ar%e' 6o44%''%on %' ver/ .lear; an1 '0a0e' 0-e Hollo<%n(Z 
 

a) “To place themselves in positions in which they have or could have a 
conflict of interest; 

b) To compromise the fair exercise of their public or official functions and 
duties; 

 
c) To use their office for private gain; 

 
d) To demean their office or position; 

 
e) To allow their integrity to be called into question; or 

 
f) To endanger or diminish respect for, or confidence in, the Integrity of 

the government” 
 

bo0<%0-'0an1%n( 0-e oa0- oH alle(%an.e an1 .o1e oH .on13.0; 0-e 6o44%''%on -a' 
1e4on'0ra0e1 43.- ,ol%0%.al ,ar0%al%0/ 0-ro3(- 0-e a.0%on' oH 'o4e oH %0' 4e47er'; an1 4a/ 
-ave 1%'re(ar1e1 0-e oa0- an1 4o'0 oH :e.0%on @D@I@L oH 0-e 6on'0%030%on8  X-e0-er 0-e 
1%'re(ar1 0o 0-e a7ove4en0%one1 <a' <%llH3l or ,3rel/ 13e 0o 0-e la.T oH Tno<le1(e; %' no0 
<%0-%n 0-e '.o,e oH 0-%' ,a,er8  90 %' 0-e Ha.0 0-a0 %0 o..3rre1 0-a0 43'0 7e 1o.34en0e1; an1 %0' 
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re'3l0%n( %4,a.0 on 7o0- ele.0%on 4ana(e4en0 7o1%e'; 4a/ reR3%re H3r0-er re'ear.- an1 
anal/'%'8 
 
]X-%le 0-e ele.0%on 4ana(e4en0 7o1/ 43'0 7e a1e,0 a0 o,era0%n( %n a ,ol%0%.al env%ron4en0; 
%0' 1e.%'%on' an1 a.0%on' 43'0 7e non-,ol%0%.al^ IAdministration and Cost of Elections; Y6W 
KroMe.0 7/ 9VWYf @AAAf ,a(e PDL8  N-e e?,er%en.e <%0- 0-e Wle.0%on' an1 "o3n1ar%e' 
6o44%''%on -a' 7een 0o 0-e .on0rar/8 J%r'0l/; 13r%n( 0-e ,re an1 ,o'0 ele.0%on a.0%v%0%e' oH 
DGGP an1 Wle.0%on Va/ a.0%v%0%e'; 9 -ave o7'erve1 'o4e 4e47er' ,-/'%.all/; a.0%vel/ 
,ar0%.%,a0%n( %n ,ol%0%.al .a4,a%(n'8  One 4e47er re'or0e1 0o 3'%n( -%' ne<',a,er a' -%' 
.a4,a%(n ,la0Hor48  Y0 ,o'0-ele.0%on; >ar.- DGGP; 0-e onl/ area oH .r%0%.%'4[.on1e4na0%on 
.a4e v%a a ne<',a,er ar0%.le 7/ a 4e47er oH 0-e 6o44%''%on I“Annual Report 2003”; ,a(e 
PF an1 “Report on The Elections: Parliamentary, City and Town Councils”; ,a(e B; jQGL8 N-e 
'a4e >e47er; Hor a "/-ele.0%on -el1 %n O.0o7er DGGP; o,enl/ '3,,or0e1 a .an1%1a0e an1 
'3,,or0e1 4%'%nHor4a0%on on 0-e Ue(%'0ra0%on Kro.e'' (Report on By-election—Cayo South 
Electoral Division jDB an1 jPD; bove47er DGGP)8 :e.on1l/; a 6o44%''%on 4e47er; a(a%n 
30%l%&%n( 0-e ne<',a,er '%n.e -%' .o4%n( on 7oar1 %n DGGG; .on0%n3o3'l/ .r%0%.%&e1 0-e 
Ve,ar04en0\' <orT8  X-a0ever 0-e o7Me.0%ve %'; all a00e4,0' -ave 7een 1%'.re1%0e18 
 
N-e Ve,ar04en0 %n 0-e a7ove4en0%one1 ne<',a,er ar0%.le' .on'%1ere1 0-e .r%0%.%'4' 
7a'ele''; a' ]-a' 0o 7e 'een %n 0-e .on0e?0 oH 0-e ,reva%l%n( ,ol%0%.al a04o',-ere^ (Annual 
Report 2003, page 35)8  On a -34an a',e.0; 0-e a7ove4en0%one1 e?a4,le' oH ,ol%0%.al 
,ar0%al%0/ 7/ 6o44%''%on 4e47er' are 1e4oral%&%n( 0o '0aHH 4e47er' oH 0-e Ve,ar04en0; an1 
a' a re'3l0; ver/ 1%'r3,0%ve an1 3n,ro13.0%ve8  Y0 0-e level oH 0-e or(an%&a0%on; %n 0-%' T%n1 oH 
,ol%0%.al .l%4a0e; ,ar0%.3larl/ a0 .r3.%al 0%4e' '3.- a' ele.0%on'; 0-e Ve,ar04en0 '0an1' alone 
<%0- a7'ol30el/ no %n'3la0%on8  X-%le a0 o0-er 0%4e'; 0-e Ve,ar04en0 %' .-a'%n([.orre.0%n( 
3nHo3n1e1 .on1e4na0%on' 4a1e 7/ 'o4e 4e47er' oH 0-e 6o44%''%on8  
 
The Cultural Practice of Registration 
 
:o4e 87.65% oH 0-e vo0er a(e ,o,3la0%on oH "el%&e %' re(%'0ere1 a' ele.0or'8  X-%le 0-%' H%(3re 
'0an1' rela0%vel/ -%(-; .re1%0 43'0 7e (%ven 0o a(en0' oH 0-e ,ol%0%.al ,ar0%e'8  N-e ,ra.0%.e %' 
Hor 0-e ,ol%0%.al a(en0' 0o 7r%n( .l%en0' 0o .on13.0 var%o3' 0ran'a.0%on' ,er0a%n%n( 0o re(%'0ra0%on 
<%0- o3r Ue(%'0ra0%on OHH%.er'8  X-%le 0-e eHHor0 %' la31a7le; %0' 1%'a1van0a(e' are 4an/8  One 
'3.- 1%'a1van0a(e %' 0-a0 0-e 1%re.0 %n0era.0%on ne(a0%vel/ aHHe.0' 0-e <orT env%ron4en0 oH 
'0aHH ,er'on'; an1 %' 7e'0 1e'.r%7e1 %n 0-e Hollo<%n( e?.er,0 Hro4 0-e “Ue,or0 on 0-e Wle.0%on'Z 
Karl%a4en0ar/; 6%0/ an1 0o<n 6o3n.%l'; DGGP^; ,a(e @8 
 

“The stark reality of the tensions caused by our unique working environment—
the only Department whose primary customers are the past, present and future 
employers.” 

 
9n an eHHor0 0o 4a%n0a%n Ho.3'; '0aHH e4,o<er4en0 <orT'-o,' are on(o%n(; e4,-a'%&%n( 
val3e' '3.- a' %n0e(r%0/; e0-%.'; 'elH-(overnan.e; a..3ra./; 0ea4 ',%r%0; an1 0ran',aren./; 
a4on( o0-er'8  
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N-e UOKY e4,o<er' 0-e ,ar0%.%,a0%on oH ele.0or' an1 ,ol%0%.al ,ar0%e' re,re'en0e1 %n 0-e 
do3'e oH Ue,re'en0a0%ve' 0o 4on%0or 0-e re(%'0ra0%on ,ro.e''; 0-ro3(- 0-ree a.0%v%0%e'S
o7Me.0%on'; ,er3'al oH 7%n1er'; an1 '.r30%n%&%n(8  O7Me.0%on' 0o re(%'0ra0%on e4,o<er ele.0or' 
0o o7Me.0; <%0- 7a'%'; 0o ne< a,,l%.an0' ,la.e1 on 0-e :3,,le4en0ar/ c%'0 or Ne4,orar/ c%'0 oH 
Wle.0or'; Hor 0en 1a/' ever/ 4on0-8  Y11%0%onall/; ele.0or' are al'o e4,o<ere1 0o o7Me.0 <%0- 
7a'%'; 0o 0-e .on0%n3e1 re(%'0ra0%on oH ele.0or' 13r%n( 0-e 4on0-' oH Je7r3ar/; >a/; e3ne; e3l/ 
an1 Y3(3'08  J3r0-er4ore; 7/ ,r%or ,er4%''%on oH 0-e 6-%eH Wle.0%on' OHH%.er; 0-e 6-a%r4an oH 
an/ ,ol%0%.al ,ar0/ re,re'en0e1 %n 0-e ba0%onal Y''e47l/ 4a/ a,,o%n0 %n1%v%13al' 0o ,er3'e 0-e 
7%n1er' an1[or 0o 7e '.r30%n%&er' 0o o7'erve 0-e re(%'0ra0%on ,ro.e'' Hor an ele.0oral 1%v%'%on8
  
 
9n a''e''%n( 0-%' level oH ,ar0%.%,a0%on one .an 1e.%,-er 0-a0 %n1%v%13al ele.0or' are no0 
%nvolve1; an1 0-e %n0ere'0 '-o<n %' %nvar%a7l/ 7/ 0-e ,ol%0%.al ,ar0%e' 0-ro3(- 0-e%r a(en0'8  N-e 
H%r'0 o7Me.0%on 0o .on0%n3e1 re(%'0ra0%on 3n1er ann3al rev%'%on o..3rre1 %n bove47er DGGQ; 
'o4e '%? /ear' aH0er vo0er re-re(%'0ra0%on8  bo0e<or0-/ %' 0-a0 0-e le(al re,re'en0a0%ve Hor 0-e 
,er'on o7Me.0e1 0o; %' a 4e47er oH 0-e Wle.0%on' an1 "o3n1ar%e' 6o44%''%on8  N-%' H3r0-er 
,rove' -o< <ell en0ren.-e1 ,ol%0%.al ,ar0%'an'-%, %' %n 0-e .3l03re oH re(%'0ra0%on; a0 0-e level oH 
0-e ele.0oral 4ana(e4en0 7o1/8 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
N-e overall H3n.0%on oH an Wle.0%on >ana(e4en0 "o1/ %' 0o 4a%n0a%n 0-e .onH%1en.e oH 0-e 
ele.0ora0e %n 0-e ele.0oral '/'0e4Sthat is the bottom line8 91eall/; an ele.0%on 4ana(e4en0 
7o1/ ]'-o3l1 7e Ho3n1e1 on ,r%n.%,le' oH %n1e,en1en.e; non-,ar0ner'-%, an1 
,roHe''%onal%'4^ IAdministration and Cost of Elections; Y6W KroMe.0 7/ 9VWY; @AAA; ,a(e PDL8 
 N-ereHore; 0-e 6o44%''%on\' %n0ere'0 '-o3l1 Ho.3' on e'0a7l%'-%n( a level ,la/%n( H%el1 Hor all 
0-e ,la/er'; an1 no0 one or 0-e o0-er8  
 
Generall/; 0-ere are 0-ree 0/,e' oH '0r3.03re' oH Wle.0oral Y14%n%'0ra0%on %n e?%'0en.e %n 0-e 
6o44on<eal0-; na4el/; 0-e 9n1e,en1en0 >o1el; 0-e Govern4en0 >o1el; an1 0-e 
:3,erv%'%on >o1el8  "el%&e 4ove1 Hro4 0-e 9n1e,en1en0 >o1el 0o <-a0 4a/ 7e 1e'.r%7e1 
no< a' 0-e Govern4en0 >o1el8 N-ereHore; 0-e le(al a4en14en0' %n @ABB I6on'0%030%onL an1 
@ABA IUOKYL '0ar0e1 a 4aMor '0e, 7a.T<ar1' %n 0-e 1evelo,4en0 oH one oH "el%&e\' %4,or0an0 
1e4o.ra0%. %n'0%030%on'8  bo0<%0-'0an1%n( 0-e .-allen(e'; 0-e Ve,ar04en0; a' an ele.0%on' 
4ana(e4en0 7o1/ 30%l%&e' vo0er e13.a0%on %n%0%a0%ve'; a' one <a/ oH 4a%n0a%n%n( 0-e 
.onH%1en.e oH 0-e ele.0ora0e8  do<ever; <%0-o30 0-e ,ro,er '0r3.03re'; 0-e '3'0a%na7%l%0/ %' 
3n.er0a%n8 
 
94,ar0%al%0/ an1 %n1e,en1en.e a4on( o0-er a..e,0a7le val3e' ne.e''ar/ Hor W>"\' 0o eHHe.0 
eHH%.%en./ %n ele.0oral a14%n%'0ra0%on an1 .onH%1en.e %n 0-e ele.0ora0e are la.T%n( %n 0-a0Z    

! N-e ,ol%0%.al ,ar0%'an na03re oH 'o4e 6o44%''%on 4e47er' %' 4ore a -%n1ran.e 0o 
,ro13.0%ve an1 eHH%.%en0 ele.0%on 4ana(e4en0 

! N-e ,re'en0 '0r3.03re' Hor ele.0oral 4ana(e4en0 nee1 0o 7e reHor4e1 
! N-e e?%'0%n( .3l03ral ,ra.0%.e' are 0oo la? Hor 0-e 'er%o3'ne'' oH ele.0oral re(%'0ra0%on 
! :o4e area' oH 0-e la< are no0 %n Tee,%n( <%0- 0-e ,ol%0%.al env%ron4en0 
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! N-e .o1e oH .on13.0  :e.0%on @D@ I@L oH 0-e "el%&e 6on'0%030%on nee1' 0o 7e enHor.e1 
 
"30 <-a0 %' 0-e <a/ Hor<ar1 Hor "el%&eg  X-a0 al0erna0%ve arran(e4en0' .an 7e 
re.o44en1e1g  do< 1oe' one 4ove Hro4 one 4o1el 0o 0-e o0-erg  One 1oe' no0 nee1 0o 
re%nven0 0-e <-eel8  9n 0-%' Hor34 oH ,er'on' re,re'en0%n( 'everal .o44on<eal0- .o3n0r%e'; 
%n.l31%n( '4all '0a0e' Hro4 0-e 6YU96O> re(%on; l%e' 4an/ 4o1el'8  9 <el.o4e /o3r 
1%'.3''%on on 0-e 0o,%.8 
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