LEADERS WHO ADVOCATED FOR THE 19™ NOVEMBER
By | Myrtle Palacio

Although Thomas V. Ramos has been solely credited as the leader who advocated for the 19"
November Garifuna Settlement Day in the southern communities of Belize, two other leaders
were part of the advocacy movement. They are C. J. Benguche and Mateo Avaloy. Attached is
a copy of the RESOLUTION and a letter to the Commissioner on the topic and signed by the
three leaders. | secured this and other pieces from the Belize Archives Department located in
Belmopan. C. J. Benguche continued to write in the Newspapers at the time and competed in
local and national elections. He represented the National Party in the first election after adult
suffrage in 1954 when he lost to Nathaniel Cacho of the PUP—GWU coalition.

The RESOLUTION is as follows:

“RESOLUTION
Whereas in their search for liberty and security, our forefathers in the year of Our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and twenty three migrated to British Honduras a British possession
on the mainland of Central America in the Western Hemisphere and according to tradition,
settled the town of Stann Creek, and whereas at a public meeting held at the said town of
Stann Creek on the 171" day of November one thousand nine hundred and forty one, it was
unanimously agreed that the anniversary of the said settlement be commemorated.

Be it resolved: that in recognition of and gratitude for the contribution made by the Caribs in
the settlement of this part of the Colony of British Honduras, commemoration be held on the
nineteenth day of November in each year, and that a copy of the Resolution be recorded in a
special manner and preserved for the benefit of our prosperity.

On behalf of the people of Stann Creek
Stann Creek, November 19t 1941

Thomas V. RamosW
Mateo Avaloy
C. J. Benguche”

Attached is a copy of the letter to the Commissioner and the Resolution, both signed by Thomas
V. Ramos, Mateo Avaloy and C. J. Avaloy. The source tis the Belize Archives Department in
Belmopan.
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